
 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear ENT Advocacy Network Member:          October 1, 2021 
  
Legislative and political activity directly affects our practices and our patients. As a leading advocate for 
otolaryngology-head and neck surgery, we hope you enjoy reading this edition of The ENT Advocate, your 
premier source of advocacy information for the specialty! 

AAO-HNS Comments on 2022 Medicare PFS/QPP Proposed Rule 

On September 13, the AAO-HNS submitted a comprehensive comment letter on key elements of the 2022 
Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) and Quality Payment Program (QPP) proposed rule impacting 
otolaryngologyïhead and neck surgery. The comments express strong opposition to the proposed decrease to 
the conversion factor that, if finalized, will negatively impact Medicare beneficiary access to care. The letter 
also addresses rank order anomalies in the family of certain audiology codes, requests a delay of proposed 
clinical labor direct practice expense inputs, and offers commentary and revisions to the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services (CMS) proposals related to Evaluation and Management (E/M) services, telehealth, scope 
of practice, appropriate use criteria, the Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) program, and MIPS 
Value Pathways. The Academy will continue its advocacy efforts with CMS and Congress, working to ensure 
fair Medicare reimbursement for members of the AAO-HNS. 

Federal Legislative Update 

As we enter the final quarter of 2021, the U.S. Congress seeks to address a range of legislative priorities 
before the end of the year. The U.S. House of Representatives is currently in the process of drafting legislation 
through the budget reconciliation process that would, among many other things, expand access to hearing, 
vision, and dental services for Medicare beneficiaries. While this legislation does not yet have a clear path 
forward for passage in the House, the Academy is actively engaged with the committees of jurisdiction 
throughout this process. 

AAO-HNS Advocacy staff are keeping key Members of Congress apprised of concerns regarding potential 
federal expansion of scope of practice for audiologists and other non-physician providers that could impact 
otolaryngologist

http://www.entnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/MPFS-Draft-Comments-9_13-FINAL_.pdf


Samaritan Health Professionals Act,ò in order to provide targeted liability protections for physicians who choose 
to volunteer during a public health emergency or a natural disaster. H.R. 5239 would create targeted liability 
protections for medical care provided during federally-declared disasters, addressing gaps in federal and state 
laws that can leave volunteer providers exposed to medical liability lawsuits for care delivered in good 
faith. The AAO-HNS looks forward to working with Dr. Ruiz and Dr. Buschon on passage of this legislation. 

Third Quarter ñYour PAC Dollars at Workò Report Now Available 

ENT PAC is an invaluable tool that strengthens the Academyôs overall legislative advocacy efforts. We 
understand the importance of providing transparency and a greater understanding about how decisions are 
made regarding the specialtyôs political action committee. Therefore, in 2018, ENT PAC launched a new 
quarterly report titled ñYour PAC Dollars at Work.ò View your ñQ3 PAC Dollars at Workò summarizing ENT PAC 
activities to date in 2021. To invest in the future of the specialty, click here!  

AAO-HNS Joins Coalition Commenting on No Surprises Act Regulation 

On September 7, the Academy joined a coalition of surgical societies in submitting comments on the Interim 
Final Rule, ñRequirements Related to Surprise Billing; Part I.ò This regulation implements elements of the ñNo 
Surprises Actò (included as part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021), banning surprise medical bills. 
Among other policy changes, the Act bans surprise billing for emergency services, limits patient cost-sharing 
for out-of-network care at in-network provider rates, and bans other out-of-network charges without advance 
notice. The interim final rule defines the methodology for determining the qualifying payment amount (QPA), a 
key determinant of provider payments for out-of-network care and patient cost-sharing amounts. The AAO-
HNS will continue its coalition advocacy efforts with the Tri-Agencies (U.S. Departments of Health and Human 
Services, Labor, and Treasury) overseeing the lawôs implementation to ensure common-sense protections for 
patients and the physicians who care for them. 

HHS Announces $25.5 Billion in Available COVID-19 Provider Funding 

On September 10, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced $25.5 billion in new 
funding for healthcare providers affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. The funding includes $17 billion for the 
Provider Relief Fund (PRF) Phase 4, administered through the Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA), to be made available to providers with documented revenue loss and expenses associated with the 
public health emergency between July 1, 2020, and March 31, 2021. Click here to access the eligibility and 
application process for the PRF Phase 4. 

FDA Postpones Required Review of Certain E
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AAO-HNS Comments on CY 2022 HOPPS/ASC Proposed Rule 
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