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 diagnoses resulting in failure to treat reversible causes of hearing loss or 

inappropriate treatment that could cause lasting harm and increased costs to patients. The Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has maintained a position that physician referral is a ñkey means 

by which the Medicare program assures that beneficiaries are receiving medically necessary services, and 

avoids potential payment for asymptomatic screening tests that are not covered by Medicareéò  

 

While audiologists are valued health professionals who work for and with physicians, they do not possess 

the medical training necessary to perform the same duties as physicians, nor are they able to provide 

patients with the medical diagnosis and full spectrum of treatment options they require. Audiologists are 

not physicians and should not be treated as such under the Medicare program. A physician-led hearing 

healthcare team, with coordination of services, is the best approach for providing the highest quality care 

to patients.  
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